
    BLACKMAIL
   NEWSLETTER -  ISSUE 1  OF 2021  (FEB)

Blue Mountains Aboriginal Culture & Resource Centre 

This issue:
 Message from Chief

Executive Officer 

PAGE 1 -2

BLACKMAIL                           WWW.ACRC.ORG.AU        02) 4782 6569 PAGE 1

Message From Chief Executive Officer 
Yaama all,

I hope everyone is happy and healthy. Welcome to the new look Blackmail. We

hope you enjoy the new format as much as we’ve enjoyed putting it together

for you.

There has been a lot happening at our end since our last Blackmail edition. We

re-opened on 4 January and since then we’ve been busy planning some deadly

programs and services for 2021. This year however will be different to the past

where we will have limited numbers and different procedures to keep it Covid

safe. 

An exciting feature of 2021 will be more of an emphasis on Culture in

everything we do. As you know, Culture is at the heart of our wellbeing as

Aboriginal peoples. With that in mind, we’ve incorporated Culture more in all

of our programs and services; and we have focused on Culture in our staff

meetings, professional development training sessions and planning day; and

we have an internal Culture Committee that provides advice and monitoring on

our focus on Culture. An important part of our emphasis on Culture is Uncle

Lex Dadd who commenced in his new role as Manager, Cultural and

Community Programs from the beginning of January. Uncle Lex is integral to

the operations and strategic direction of ACRC now and into the future. 
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Transport Enquiries 
Please call Paul:

0427 710 708
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We acknowledge the Darug and Gundungurra people as the Traditional
Custodians of the land in which we live and work. 



CEO Message Continued...

Link to Survey 1: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DYXXVPK 

Link to Survey 2: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GKSYXV9

Link to Survey 3: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RL5J6H6

For me, since I started full time on 1.1.21 there have been

some rewarding and challenging times in equal measure. I am proud of

our team at ACRC who consistently show me their dedication to the

community and to each other. I am looking forward to getting out and

about to meet more of you in the coming months.

Until next time,

Lana
Dr Lana Leslie

Chief Executive Officer

We are gaining feedback from community through our 3 surveys which are

on our website and our Facebook page. Your feedback will assist us with

the way we do business; as well as inform our Business Strategic Plan,

shaping the future of ACRC. Would you like to participate?

 Possum
Pouches 

made by the
"Wooly Women
For Wildlife"    

AUNTY ELLY
CHATFIELD
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Message From Board



Warami everyone ,

I  hope this  f inds you a l l  safe and wel l .

We have been busy reconnect ing with you a l l  and planning services for  this  upcoming
year .
 
This  year  programs wi l l  be di f ferent  in the way that  we wi l l  hold groups with l imited
numbers and di f ferent  procedures to keep community COVID-19 safe .  

The E lders  Support  Service is  here to ass is t  wi th support  accessing of  Cul tura l  and
socia l  connect ions as wel l  as  advocacy ,  referra ls ,  home vis i ts  and socia l  support .

With respect  to us as Aboriginal  people f rom many di f ferent  nat ions i t  is  our  Cul ture
to come together  in shar ing and car ing ways ,   that  is  in a l l  that  we are and a l l  that  we
do ,  i t  is  who we are .
 
Our f i rs t  E lders  Yarning Circ le  k icked of f  on 10th February and was the beginning of
community coming together  in a  Cul tura l ly  safe and respect fu l  way ,  guided by our
Elders  in community .

Looking forward to shar ing this  upcoming year  a l l  together  connected in Cul ture and
community .

Yarnu
Jade 
ACRC Elders  Support  Coordinator  

Elders Support Service
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Home Vis i ts  wi th the E lders
One of  the Aunt ies got  two vis i tors  at  the same t ime ,  th is  l i t t le
beauty the Macleay 's  Swal lowtai l ,  had beaut i fu l  purple a long i ts
body and purple next  to the green on i ts  wings .  The adul t
but ter f l ies  have a wing span around 8 cms.  I t  feeds on the fo l iage
var ious species of  Austra l ian nat ive t rees in MONIMIACEAE
including Austra l ian Sassafras (Doryphora sassafras )  one of  the
dominant  ra inforest  t rees up here in the B lue Mountains .  The
uppers ide of  the wings is  green with b lack and white markings .
Unusual ly  for  but ter f l ies .  the legs are a lso green.  This  photo
doesn ’ t  do just ice to this  amazing l i t t le  being.  Aunty and I  agreed
this  was a  good vis i t .  For  more info on this  l i t t le  fe l la
ht tp : / / lepidoptera .but ter f lyhouse.com.au/papi/macleayanum.html



Fr iday 5th February 2021 .

Hi  Community ,  f rom Uncle Edward Walker .
Dharawal  E lder  South Coast ,  who has had the honour to jo in the Community of  the
Blue Mountains ,  and be part  of  the Aboriginal  Cul ture and Resource Centre .
Just  want  to say Welcome our new CEO,  Lana Les l ie  and the return of  our  loved staf f
who work so hard behind the scene and inform us of  up-coming events .
Covid-19 has changed just  about  everything;  and our f reedom can ’ t  be taken for
granted.
I  don ’ t  th ink I ’d  be wrong in saying Covid-19 isn ’ t  over ,  keeping a safe dis tance f rom
others is  a  safe s tar t .  
My many years  are f ina l ly  coming to a  c lose ,  (Uncle Ed ’s  way of  saying he is  matur ing
in years ) .
Being a Stolen Generat ion chi ld  ra ised in an Aboriginal  wel fare miss ion ,  f rom 10 years
old up unt i l  21  years ;  I t  has been very t raumat ic ,  being denied your parents  and
forced to acknowledge a miss ion director  as  Mum and Dad.  This  was impossib le for
me to do ,  and Fami ly  was a s t rong force with a l l  the other  chi ldren with s imi lar
backgrounds
The Government ,  has deemed the miss ion as a  Hidden miss ion s i tuated at  Kel lyvi l le .  
I  received a let ter  on the 20th November 2020.  A formal  apology let ter  f rom the
Minister  of  Aboriginal  Af fa i rs ,  the honourable Don Harwin MLC.  The let ter  was a  long
t ime in the making ,  and as I  read i t  I  got  tears  running down my cheek.
Welcomed News.  I  now can move on ,  Thank you to the state Government .  Admit t ing
profound ongoing and Intergenerat ional  Trauma.  
We are learning as wel l  as  Intergenerat ional  Trauma;  we are a lso learning that  our
Mob has Intergenerat ional  Resi l ience.
My exper ience ,  wi l l  remain with me a lways ,  

Truthful ly ,  Uncle Edward Walker

UNCLE EDWARD WALKER - MY STORY 
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In-Service Cul tura l  Learning Day 

Our staf f  a t  ACRC part ic ipated in Cul tura l  act iv i t ies  that  speci f ica l ly  focused on developing
and bui ld ing a connect ion to Country and with each other .  
We began with a  warm and heart fe l t  Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony by Darug
Custodian Uncle Lex Dadd.   These two specia l  ceremonies were accompanied by a song ,
br inging in the dreaming ,  peace ,  love and standing strong ,  ‘ together ’  across Country .  This
fo l lowed by stor ies  of  looking af ter  one another  and shar ing in the spir i t  of  Yanama
Budyar i  Gumada – to go/walk wi th good spir i t .  
Last ly ,  we crushed ochre and mixed this  wi th water  to make a paste in the gulamun.   We
used the ochre to s ign into Country by p ledging our responsibi l i ty  for  Country and each
other .   We did this  by b lowing ochre f rom our mouths onto our hands that  formed hand-
stenci ls  onto the t rees surrounding our p lace of  work .  
Lana then spent  the rest  of  the af ternoon providing the space for  Cul tura l  learning and
development .  Staf f  shared some of  their  personal  s tor ies  of  growing up ,  fami ly  l i fe  and
ident i ty .
 
Cultura l  Artefacts  and Educat ional  Tools

Uncle Lex has been making wooden discs for  P laygroup that  are marked with var ious animal
symbols .   These symbols  fo l low a Darug story and language song.   He has begun with the
buru – kangaroo.   Each week ,  the gulyangarr i  – chi ldren wi l l  be learning the story and song
whi ls t  interact ing with var ious act iv i t ies  created around the wooden discs .  
A message st ick carved out  of  wood has been made for  our  yarning c i rc les .   The markings
and symbols  ref lect  ‘Yanama Budyar i  Gumada ’  – to go/walk wi th good spir i t ,  wi th pat ience ,
humil i ty ,  and respect .    A message st ick is  a  means of  communicat ion (non-verbal )  that
carr ies  a  message.   Tradi t ional ly ,  a  message st ick would t ravel  wi th a  messenger f rom
Country to Country .   The message would be received and extended upon by means of
markings and symbols .  We cont inue to use the message st icks for  their  or ig inal  purpose as
wel l  as  a  tool  to keep our yarning c i rc le  respect fu l  by taking turns whi ls t  the speaker  holds
the message st ick to indicate their  turn to speak .

 Cultural and Community Programs  
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